© The Calendaring and Scheduling Consortium, Inc. 2016 - All rights reserved

CalConnect TC

Report on CalConnect Test
Event and Developers Forum
XXXVII, September 12-14, 2016

Published Administrative

Warning for drafts

This document is not a CalConnect Standard. It is distributed for review and comment, and is subject
to change without notice and may not be referred to as a Standard. Recipients of this draft are invited

to submit, with their comments, notification of any relevant patent rights of which they are aware and
to provide supporting documentation.

Recipients of this draft are invited to submit, with their comments, notification of any relevant patent
rights of which they are aware and to provide supporting documentation.

The Calendaring and Scheduling Consortium, Inc. 2016



2016

© 2016 The Calendaring and Scheduling Consortium, Inc.

All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, no part of this publication may be reproduced or
utilized otherwise in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
or posting on the internet or an intranet, without prior written permission. Permission can be
requested from the address below.

The Calendaring and Scheduling Consortium, Inc.

4390 Chaffin Lane
McKinleyville

California 95519

United States of America

copyright@calconnect.org
www.calconnect.org

ii © The Calendaring and Scheduling Consortium, Inc. 2016 - All rights reserved


mailto:copyright@calconnect.org
https://www.calconnect.org

:2016

Contents
FOP@WOKU......oeeeeeeierieeeeienreeneniereennesesreessssessessessessessssessssssssessssssssssssssssesssnssssossassssssssnsssseossasssssossanssssssnnnes iv
B I 3 (= T 1 1

© The Calendaring and Scheduling Consortium, Inc. 2016 - All rights reserved iii



2016
Foreword

The Calendaring and Scheduling Consortium (“CalConnect”) is a global non-profit organization with
the aim to facilitate interoperability of technologies across user-centric systems and applications.

CalConnect works closely with liaison partners including international organizations such as ISO,
OASIS and M3AAWG.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the CalConnect Directives.

In particular the different approval criteria needed for the different types of ISO documents should
be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the editorial rules of the CalConnect
Directives.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the
subject of patent rights. CalConnect shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such
patent rights. Details of any patent rights identified during the development of the document
will be in the Introduction and/or on the CalConnect list of patent declarations received (see
www.calconnect.com/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does
not constitute an endorsement.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee IOPTEST.
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Report on CalConnect Test Event and Developers Forum
XXXVII, September 12-14, 2016

1. Report
The event was hosted by dmfs in Dresden, Germany, on September 12-14, 2016.
The participants in this event were:

— 1and1 with 5 attendees

— dmfs —Marten Gajda — the hosts
— FastMail with 3 attendees

— Google

— Ralf Becker

— SCG

— Zimbra

While interoperability testing is still an important part of the proceedings, this event provides an
opportunity for developers to discuss issues at depth. Some of the major discussions are detailed
below but the event provides an opportunity for developers to ask questions of each other and
often resolve their problems.

CalDAV has usually been a major part of our testing. New CalDAV clients and servers continue

to appear and we hope the work we are doing on a version of the CalDAV tester will promote
interoperability. Of late there has been an increased interest in other issues such as iMIP and there
was some work on interchanging iMIP messages.

There was a significant amount of work on versions of ical4j to incorporate changes to support
VPOLL. There was some discussion on how to merge the many different forks of that library and
this may lead to some future calls.

The new JSON format being developed by TC-API was discussed. There were a number of
outstanding issues that needed resolving. These were all dealt with so that we are ready to move
forward with an implementable specification. Additionally a tool for converting between iCalendar
and the new JSON format developed by FastMail was made available. This allowed us to see how
events would look in the new representation.

We talked about the latest draft of the iCalendar patch document. This allows changes to iCalendar
objects to be expressed as a patch which may be much smaller than sending the entire entity. We
spent some time discussing issues around selecting components, especially for iCalendar streams
and ultimately felt that we were ready to move forward with implementations.

We also took a look at the new VINSTANCE component which allows for a much more compact
representation of overrides — essentially only showing the difference between the generated
instance and the overridden form. This again should be much more compact than the current
approach. This proposal led to a further proposal — that we bump the iCalendar version number
which has been at 2.0 since RFC2445. VINSTANCE introduces a change which may cause clients and
servers to lose overrides if they don't support it. Incrementing the version number — along with a
possible use of feature negotiation —would allow us to ensure that new features are supported.

Marten Gajda presented some thoughts on Autodiscovery and we intend moving along with that
specification in some future calls.

There was more discussion on iMIP and this should lead to some documentation in the developers
guide on how to format iMip messages to avoid problems.
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There was also some work on the developers guide. We have been merging in older sources of
information. caldav.calconnect.org and carddav.calconnect.org were 2 such targets and all the
information from those sites is now represented as pages in the devguide.

We spent some time talking about how to make the Apple CalDAV Tester testing suite more
accessible to developers. There are very many tests available but it is currently a daunting prospect
to get this running and many tests fail because of Apple specific issues. We decided to fork a
version into the calconnect repository and try to come up with a subset of test newer developers
can use. Additionally we talked about the ability to disable specific tests. To help with this Ralf
Becker has implemented a wrapper which keeps track of the tests run and the results. This now
has a gui interface. This wrapper is also in the calconnect repository.

Looking forward we hope that a combination of the developers guide and the test suite will lower
the bar for application developers.
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